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+ - Courses of Action on Southeast Asia 

•/- ;,,Wv 

I am attaching a book of draft papers on possible coursed, 
of action in Southeast Asia. These papers reflect the basic 
concerns o/ o Che inter-agency wo rking x group. In. revised form, * 
they will be the focus of your ! meeting with Ambassador Taylor . V-'- 
on Tuesday, December L . .*• •* ... '* . * ‘ V ; . 

v - • - • **•*.*“ . • “'* * ; *. • 

- I particularly \irge your attention to the twp papers. that ~ . 

now. stand at the front of the book: a)v^’e brief opening paper- 
which summarizes the materials that follow (Tab A);* and, • 

b) Ambassador T.aVlojIs analysi s entitled 

tion in South Vietnam - - November, 1964*' (Jab B). I would also* 
suggestTBaEyoiT review the intelligence. assessment at the beginning 
* of Section I; * * 


Ambassador Taylor^ analysis and proposed scenario 
correspond roughly to the immediate action program suggested . * , 
un the working gro.up papers (Section VII of the draft Supamary). 

.* However, yon should know. that the Ambassador does believe that 
after . a peric.' of weeks' we should be prepared --‘if the Vietnamese 
(government holds together, but Hanoi' is "Still tough -- to move ' 

clearly into Option C. Many of the wo^ip ^^no^ p £eel that a 
decision to carry out the immediate program should be accompanied 
by a decisio n — i n priiiciplp -- to Ad xml-Oj3tion-C unless circum- \f 
^stances change, with th e date of initiation left open. 

Option C is. analyzed at some length in Section Vll of the ^ 
draft papers. Of special importance is the intelligence paper on 
probably Communist and non-Comri^iinist reactions fo Options B ^ 
and C; these papers are located at the end of Section VII (Tab C)^. ‘ * 
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